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Reminder: Mother’s Day is on Sunday 11 May 
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GARFIELD SPECTATOR ADMINISTRATIVE NEWS  

ADVERT TYPE COST PER ISSUE DIMENSIONS (hxw) 

Business card  $15 8.5cmx 5cm 

1/4 page  

 

$20 

 
12.5cmx9.5cm 

1/2 page         
$35 
 

14cmX9cm  

Full page   $70 27cmx19cm 

DEADLINE IS THE 20th OF THE MONTH 

Issue out the first week of every month EXCEPT JANUARY 

TO SUBMIT ADVERTISEMENTS 

To submit via email  write the following in 

the email headings:  

To: garfieldspectator@gmail.com 

Subject line: Advertiser, size of article and 

layout wanted (see below), name of busi-

ness 

Body of email: Your article/photos at-

tached  

To submit via mail, write to:  

 PO BOX 147, GARFIELD, 3814  

TO SUBMIT ARTICLES  

To submit via email  write the following in 

the email headings:  

To: garfieldspectator@gmail.com 

Subject line: Editor, subject or name of 

article with author's name (and photogra-

pher's name) to be published 

Body of email: Your article/photos at-

tached  

To submit via mail, write to:  

 PO BOX 147, GARFIELD, 3814 

The Garfield Spectator is a community publication and as such, 

the views, comments or details published are not necessarily that 

of the committee. Every effort is made to ensure what is printed 

is factual and correct. All advertising material is the responsibility 

of the provider and inclusion in this publication is not an endorse-

ment of any service or product.  
 

Payment is required with copy by deadline for all advertisements, 

see table below for prices. Garfield and District Non-For-Profit 

Community groups and clubs are not charged for advertising 

(conditions apply). All advertising in the printed copy will also 

appear on our website www.garfieldspectator.com.au, in the 

downloaded versions of the current and previous editions.  

Note: All page references will relate to A4 size paper.  

Discount is offered for 11 continuous issues for the following  

sizes only:  

Check out The Garfield Spectator in colour 
on our website… garfieldspectator.com.au  

Front cover photo by John Graham 

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land on 

which we work, live and learn the Wurundjeri and 

Boonwurrung people of the Kulin Nation. 

We acknowledge their continued connection to land, wa-

ter and community, and we pay our respects to their El-

ders past, present and emerging. 

To cover expenses, community notices will be subject to 

availability.  
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  LEST WE FORGET 
Linda Evans 

At 1 pm on a rather grey and threatening ANZAC Day approximately 150 people 
gathered around the Cenotaph at Garfield to honour the fallen, originally from 
WW1, then WW2, and all subsequent battles and wars around the globe until the 
current day. 

The World Wars were supposed to have been the wars to end all wars, but allies 
and opponents change, political and financial strengths are measured in wins 
and losses of life and land.  Sadly, the armaments market is a very lucrative one 
and always has been. 

But here in Garfield we are very thankful for the life we have, for which our an-
cestors made great sacrifices. 

It was great to see some historical military vehicles, also Bernie and Edward Din-
gle with some of their amazing memorabilia on display 

A number of wreaths were laid including by: Graeme Moore, Tynong Fire Bri-
gade, Garfield Football Netball Club, a representative from the Shire (Cr Pome-
roy had sent her apologies as she was visiting relatives’ graves in Belgium.,) 
children from Garfield PS and some children laid individual floral tributes. 

With impeccable timing and very poor taste, a goods train hurtled past during the 
Minutes Silence. 

As Colin Teese drew the service to a close, inviting us to follow them to Bunyip, we felt the first spattering of rain.    
Another example of good timing. 
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On display at the Garfield’s Anzac Day service was Graeme and Cheryl Windor’s Studebaker 

truck.  On the back of the truck there was a “Stem” Machine Gun -WW1 which was supplied by 

Bernie Dingle of the First Light Horse Museum in Nar 

Nar Goon. 

 

Pictured with Graeme is son Christopher Windsor. 

ANZAC DAY 2025 
Gwen O 

Some people are fortunate and get to become Great grandparents. Visiting Garfied recently was Ri-

ta Payne (now Hillier). 

Enjoying lunch at Brewster’s café, Rita was with her daughter Michelle Collins, granddaughter Mag-

gie Nicosia, and great granddaughter 6-month-old Sadie. 

 

Older locals will remember Rita and the young family as she lived in Garfield for approx. 30 years. 

Rita now lives in Pakenham and has 5 children, 13 

grandchildren and 11 great grandchildren. 

 

Left Rita, daughter Michelle Collins is holding her 

grandchild and Rita’s great grandchild Sadie.  Right is 

Sadie’s mum Maggie who is Michelle’s daughter and 

Rita’s granddaughter. 

 

Happy Mother’s Day to Rita, Michelle and Maggie.  

  

    FOUR GENERATIONS 

Gwen O 
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Trading Hours: Monday to Friday 7am-6.30pm. Saturday 7am-1pm. 

HOME DELIVERY CAN BE ORGANISED FOR THE SELF-ISOLATED OR THOSE UNABLE TO GET TO THE SHOP 

COUNTRY STYLE MEATS 
 

  

MAY SPECIALS 

YEARLING BEEF ROASTS   12.89KG 

 

USA PORK RIBS   13.89KG  

 

LIGHTLY SMOKED / COOKED CHICKEN BREASTS  12.89KG 

 

OYSTER BEEF ROASTS  

SLOW COOKER/ SMOKER / WINTER STEW  12.89KG 

 

BUTTERFLIED LEGS OF HAM (BONELESS)  19.89 EACH 

 

GARLIC BREAD  ONLY $2 EACH  

 

 

*NOW IN STOCK* 

CHICKEN PESTO SAUSAGES  

SMOKED GUANCIALE  

FREE-RANGE VICTORIAN SMOKED HAM 

45-DAY AGED GIPPSLAND BEEF STEAKS 

 
 

Open Every Day Except  
Christmas Day 
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THE 1910s - A SPIRITUAL DECADE FOR IONA 
Heather Arnold harnold@dcsi.net.au     continued on pg. 7 

The 1910s was a very spiritual decade for the small 
township of Iona (or Bunyip South as it was origi-
nally called) as two churches were built in the town 
- in 1900, St Joseph's Catholic Church and in 1908 
the Presbyterian Church. 
 
Catholic services had taken place in the area since 
the permanent settlers had arrived from 1892. 
These services were held in private houses, Ka-
vanagh’s Iona store and the Mechanics’ Institute 
Hall which had opened in 1895. 
 
On December 16, 1900 St Joseph's was opened.  
The Advocate reported -  
Last Sunday a new church was opened at Bunyip 
South by the Very Rev. M. J. Maher, C.M. 
(Malvern), who also delivered the dedicatory dis-
course, his theme being the excellence of the Au-
gust Sacrifice of the Mass. The custom of offering 
sacrifice to a Supreme Being was traced from the 
earliest history of the world down to our own day. 
Fr. Maher was assisted in the function by the pastor 
of the Dandenong mission, in which the new church 
is situated (Rev. J. Gleeson). The building is of 
wood, and is considered very good value for the 
sum of £250, the contract price. The preacher con-
cluded with an appeal on behalf of the debt on the 
new structure, and a generous response was 
made, the sum £48 being received. (The Advocate, 
December 22, 1900) 
 
Damian Smith, in his book 100 years of a faith com-
munity: St Joseph’s Iona 1905-2005 writes that the 
church was built by Charles Pearson of Bunyip and 
it was 40 feet by 25 feet and could accommodate 
350 people.  
 
The next major building project for the Catholic 
community was the erection of the Presbytery (the 
house where the Priests live). It was built at a cost 
of £725 sometime between June and December of 
1905, for the newly appointed Parish Priest, Father 
James Byrne. Two other significant events hap-
pened in 1905 - the Parish of Iona was formed; the 
area was previously part of the Catholic Parish of 
Dandenong. The other event that happened was 
that Bunyip South officially changed its name to Io-
na in July of 1905, even though, according to arti-
cles in the local papers, the area had clearly been 
known as Iona from around 1901; and the Iona Rid-
ing of the Shire of Berwick had been created in 
1903. 
 
The Columba Hall was officially opened on October 
28, 1906. The event was celebrated by a concert 
and a ball, both of which were well attended. This 
Hall was destroyed by fire on December 26, 1927. 
A new brick hall (the existing hall), was opened Oc-

tober 21, 1928. The last building in the ‘Catholic 
precinct’ at Iona was the Convent, built to accom-
modate the Sisters of St Joseph. This was officially 
opened April 11, 1915. The existing St Joseph’s 
Church was opened April 14, 1940. 
 
The Presbyterian Church at Iona, St John’s, was 
opened in February 1908. Here is a report from the 
Bunyip and Garfield Express of February 13, 1908. 
The Scotch folk are again to the front and are to be 
congratulated for their enterprise in building a new 
kirk at Iona which reflects great credit on all who 
have had anything to do with the building of it and 
is decidedly an acquisition to the district. The open-
ing services were conducted by the Rev J. Downey, 
M.A, B.B., of Warragul who preached suitable ser-
mons for the occasion to large and appreciative 
congregations.  
 
At the evening service, solos were sung by Miss 
Bruce and Mr Thompson of the Longwarry Presby-
terian choir which were highly appreciated, espe-
cially Mr Thompson’s rendering of ‘Dream of Para-
dise’. Special hymns were sung by the choir under 
the able leadership of Miss Adamson, choir con-
ductress. The collections for the day amounted to 
£5 0s 4d, which was considered by the Committee 
to be highly satisfactory.  
 
It was suggested that those connected with the kirk 
should get to work and have some trees planted. 
Some friends have offered to supply trees free of 
charge and as the kirk is in a very exposed position 
it would not only provide shelter, but also  beautify 
the kirk and ground. In future, services will be con-
ducted every sabbath morning at 11.00am by Mr L. 
Watson, the home missionary, instead of fortnight-
ly. The best thanks of the Committee are due to Mr 
McIntosh who always looks after the welfare of vis-
iting ministers, while in the district. 
 

From left: Columba Hall, St Joseph's Church and Presbytery, c. 
1910 
Image from 100 years of a faith community: St Joseph’s Iona 
1905 -2005 by Damian Smith (The Author, 2005) 
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We believe the Presbyterian Church closed around 
1980. The building is still there, it is now a private 
house. 
What else was happening in Iona at this time? The 
Advocate newspaper had a Children’s column 
called ‘Letters to Aunt Patsy’. On September 18, 
1906 Ellen May Elizabeth Fitzpatrick wrote the fol-
lowing letter with a description of Iona - 
Dear Aunt Patsy - This is my second letter to you. I 
hope my oar is not rusty. I am going to tell you 
about Iona. There are three stores, one Catholic 
church and presbytery; a new Hibernian Hall is 
getting built, one school (there's a new school 
nearly finished), one mechanics' institute, a new 
bank, a cream depot, and a post-office. We live 
four miles from Garfield, and six miles from Bun-
yip. Dear Aunt Patsy, have you ever been to Iona? 
The flowers are all out nice now. The paddocks 
are also nice and green. The Rev. Fr. Byrne is our 
parish priest. He passes our place to say Mass in 
Koo-wee-rup. The birds are building their nests 
now. We found a parrot's nest with two little birds 
in. We left them till they get bigger. I shall bring my 
letter to a close, hoping you are all well.  I remain, 
your loving niece, Ellen May Elizabeth Fitzpatrick. 
(The Advocate, October 6, 1906) 
 
As you can see, Iona was a much larger town than 
it is today. And, in case you are wondering, Aunt 
Patsy had not been to Iona. 
 

Sources -  
100 years of a faith community: St Joseph’s Iona 
1905 -2005 by Damian Smith (The Author, 2005) 
Call of the Bunyip: a history of Bunyip, Iona and 
Tonimbuk, 1847 - 1990 by Denise Nest (Bunyip 
History Committee, 1990) 
On the edge of the swamp: a history of the Iona 
Primary School No. 3201 1894-1994 by Denise M. 
Nest (Iona Primary School Back-To-Committee, 
1994) 

 

St John's Presbyterian Church at Iona, c. 1908. 
Image from Call of the Bunyip: history of Bunyip, Iona & 
Tonimbuk 1847-1990 by Denise Nest (Bunyip History Commit-
tee, 1990) 
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On behalf of our readers, we thank the  Pakenham Racing Club for 

their contribution to the cost of publishing this community newsletter 
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Garfield Spectator is proudly supported by 

 

 HERE COMES THE RAIN 

(MLS) 

Thanks “rain collector“ Keith Wil-

kinson 

2024  

January             104.50 

February      20.50 

March       10.50 

April:              145.00 

May       42.00 

June       37.50 

July              171.00 

August       18.00 

September      85.00 

October      78.00 

November:       45.00 

December:     48.00 

 

 

 

 

 

2025  

January:      66.00 

February:      25.50 

March:      59.75  

April: (up to 27th)   22.75   

 

http://www.kinglegalgroup.com.au
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Precision Maintenance Melbourne 
Home Renovation & Building Services 

         

 Helping Home Owners & Landlords For Over 10 years. 
 

* All Carpentry inc. Pergolas, Decking, Weatherboards. 
* Renovations inc. Bathrooms and Kitchens. 
* Tiling & Silicone Work. 
* New Colourbond & Wood Paling Fences. 
* Fence Repairs/Straightening. 
* Gutter Cleaning & Maintenance. 
* Select Painting. 
* Fence, Weatherboard & Internal Spraying. 
* Timber Decking Staining & Oiling. 
* Select Garden Work inc.  
   Lawn Mowing & Vegetation Removal. 
* Trailer Work.             * Chainsaw Work. 
* Demolition Work.   * Odd Jobs.                     
* Real Estate Work. 
 
Excellent Problem Solving Skills. 
Quality Workmanship. 
Free Quotes!  
 
Facebook Page: Precision Maintenance Melbourne. 
Local To Garfield.                                      Liability Insured.                     
Call Darren   Mob: 0436 472 478  

On behalf of our readers, we thank the Cardinia Shire for their contribution to the 

cost of publishing this community newsletter 

Swap your weeds for FREE indigenous plants 
Are weeds causing trouble in your garden? Why not 
trade them in for some free, local native plants at the 
upcoming Trees for Weeds swap event in Pakenham? 
Read more in the full release online. 
 
 
City of Casey, Cardinia Shire, and Baw Baw Shire 
Council expand shared immunisation services. 
Since 2023, the City of Casey and Cardinia Shire 
Councils have engaged with Kernow Environmental 
Health & Immunisation to successfully deliver immun-
isation services to residents. This year, Baw Baw Shire 
Council has joined this collaborative effort, expanding 
the reach of immunisation services across the three 
municipalities. 

Click here to read the full release online. 
 

Share your ideas for Alma Treloar Reserve’s dog 
off leash area upgrade. 
Alma Treloar Reserve’s dog off leash area is getting an 
upgrade and we want to hear from our community on 
what they would like included. 

Click here to read the full release online. 
 

CARDINIA SHIRE CORNER 

https://www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/news/article/1413/swap_your_weeds_for_free_indigenous_plants
https://www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/news/article/1412/city_of_casey_cardinia_shire_and_baw_baw_shire_councils_expand_shared_immunisation_services
https://www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/news/article/1411/share_your_ideas_for_alma_treloar_reserves_dog_off_leash_area_upgrade
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Rest in Peace  

To the families and friends of those who have lost loved ones in Garfield and surrounds in April, we 

offer our sympathy and support at this sad time..  

 

 

 Call Matt: 0411 881 814 
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CANNIBAL CREEK FUNERAL CELEBRANCY  
Bryan Sharp—PH: 0421 617 275  
EMAIL: bryan.sharp1@bigpond. com 
 

BUNYIP SINGERS 

Meet every Monday at 9.30am in the supper room at 

Bunyip Hall. Contact Dorothy Myers. PH: 5629 5601  

 

BUNYIP SLIMMERS CLUB 

Meets Friday morning 9.30am Bunyip Uniting Church. 

Maree McRae – 0468 411 144.   

 

CEC-CARDINIA ENVIRONMENT COALITION 

62 Cameron Way, Pakenham 3810  

PH: Adele 0417 373 690 

 

GARFIELD  ANGLING CLUB  

Meet 1st Monday of the month at the  

Garfield Golf Club. P.O. Box 145, Garfield.  

Contact Tony 0409 189 989.  

 

GARFIELD  BOWLING CLUB4XQR 

P.O. Box 85, Garfield. Club House PH: 5629 2384 

Phone Gordon; 0432 355 352 

Tournament or Twilight Bowls Mob. 0411 288 799 

 

GARFIELD COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION  

Meet on the second Tuesday of the month (excluding 

January) at Brewster's Foodstore, 5.30pm. Phone 

Brewster's on 0407 151 202 

 

GARFIELD COMMUNITY GARDEN 

Social & garden maintenance meetup every Saturday 

(weather permitting) 10-12noon. 

Natter & nibble at 11.15am  **Also some 

Wednesdays. Contact Meg 0466496107  

 

GARFIELD  COMMUNITY HALL 

For bookings PH: Melva - 5629 2748 or 0427 292 748 

 

GARFIELD COMMUNITY OP SHOP 

71 Main St Garfield. Monday to Friday 9.30am-4.30pm, 

Saturday 9.30am-12.30pm  PH:0459 982 338  

 

COMBINED PROBUS CLUB OF GARFIELD & BUNYIP 

Meet 1st Tuesday of month at Community Centre,  

Garfield. bunyipgarfieldprobus@gmail.com  

 

GARFIELD  FOOTBALL CLUB 

P.O. Box 92, Garfield.  

Contact Chris Greenhall 0458 410 592  

 

GARFIELD  GOLF CLUB 

P.O.Box 78, 180 Thirteen Mile Rd, Garfield. 

PH: 5629 2794 FAX: 5629 2353 

EMAIL: garfieldgolf@bigpond.com 

WEB: www.garfieldgolf.com.au 

 

GARFIELD NETBALL ASSOCIATION 

P.O.Box 39, Garfield. PH: Marg 0419 895 123 

 

GARFIELD PHARMACY MEDICAL CLINIC 

PH: 5629 2408 - 73-75 Main St, Garfield. 

Clinic OPEN EVERY WEEKDAY. 

 

GARFIELD  PLAYGROUP 

Meets every Friday 9.30am - 12pm at Garfield Community 

Centre. P.O. Box 47, Garfield.  

PH: Lara 0421 150 855, Erin 0422 544 771 

 

GARFIELD  PRESCHOOL KINDER 

P.O.Box 24, 29-31 Garfield Rd, Garfield.PH: 5629 2208 

 

 GARFIELD  PRIMARY SCHOOL 

84 Railway Ave, Garfield. PH: 5629 2274 

 

GARFIELD  RECREATION RESERVE 

P.O.Box 28, Garfield. Mark PH: 0402259780 

 

GARFIELD  & BUNYIP ROTARY CLUB 

P.O. Box 19, Garfield.  

Meet every Wednesday at Garfield Bowling Club, Contact: 

Graeme Squires: 0417 105 598 

 

GARFIELD  SWIMMING POOL 

PH: 5629 2780 

 

GARFIELD  TENNIS CLUB  

PH: Michelle 5629 2979 OR 0409 142 318 

 

GARFIELD  - TYNONG  CRICKET CLUB 

Titans P.O. Box 108, Garfield.  

Glen PH: 0425 883 568 Jason PH: 0422 309 933.  

Beswick St, Garfield. PH: 5629 4423 

 

GARFIELD  UNITING CHURCH 

Margaret PH: 5629 2318 

 

GARFIELD VICTORIA 

Website: www.garfield.au  

Email: admin@garfield.org.au 

Contact: 0495 386 953  

 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE  

Mrs Dale White JP  for Victoria #8942   

0407093622 - Garfield 

Mr Martin Sayers OAM JP 

0411074468  

 

MT CANNIBAL RESERVE 

Garfield. PH: 1300 787 624 

 

MT CANNIBAL ADULT RIDING CLUB INC 

Meet 2nd Wednesday & 4th Saturday of the month. 

Contact president PH: 5942 8314 

 

WALFORD ELECTRICS  

PH: 04033 759 423  

EMAIL: info@walfordelectrics.com.au

mailto:bryan.sharp1@bigpond

