
1                        GARFIELD SPECTATOR  www.garfieldspectator.com.au    ISSUE 177 MARCH 2026     

 

ISSUE  177 

  



2                   GARFIELD SPECTATOR  www.garfieldspectator.com.au   ISSUE 177 MARCH 2026                                           

 

GARFIELD SPECTATOR ADMINISTRATIVE NEWS  

ADVERT TYPE COST PER ISSUE DIMENSIONS (hxw) 

Business card  $15 8.5cmx 5cm 

1/4 page  

 

$20 

 
12.5cmx9.5cm 

1/2 page         
$35 
 

14cmX9cm  

Full page   $70 27cmx19cm 

DEADLINE IS THE 20th OF THE MONTH 

Issue out the first week of every month EXCEPT JANUARY 

TO SUBMIT ADVERTISEMENTS 

To submit via email  write the following in 

the email headings:  

To: garfieldspectator@gmail.com 

Subject line: Advertiser, size of article and 

layout wanted (see below), name of busi-

ness 

Body of email: Your article/photos at-

tached  

To submit via mail, write to:  

 PO BOX 147, GARFIELD, 3814  

TO SUBMIT ARTICLES  

To submit via email  write the following in 

the email headings:  

To: garfieldspectator@gmail.com 

Subject line: Editor, subject or name of 

article with author's name (and photogra-

pher's name) to be published 

Body of email: Your article/photos at-

tached  

To submit via mail, write to:  

 PO BOX 147, GARFIELD, 3814 

The Garfield Spectator is a community publication and as such, 

the views, comments or details published are not necessarily that 

of the committee. Every effort is made to ensure what is printed 

is factual and correct. All advertising material is the responsibility 

of the provider and inclusion in this publication is not an endorse-

ment of any service or product.  
 

Payment is required with copy by deadline for all advertisements, 

see table below for prices. Garfield and District Non-For-Profit 

Community groups and clubs are not charged for advertising 

(conditions apply). All advertising in the printed copy will also 

appear on our website www.garfieldspectator.com.au, in the 

downloaded versions of the current and previous editions.  

Note: All page references will relate to A4 size paper.  

Discount is offered for 11 continuous issues for the following  

sizes only:  

Check out The Garfield Spectator in colour 
on our website… garfieldspectator.com.au  

Front cover: Cora Lynn Farm, photo by Karen Thomson 

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land on 

which we work, live and learn the Wurundjeri and 

Boonwurrung people of the Kulin Nation. 

We acknowledge their continued connection to land, wa-

ter and community, and we pay our respects to their El-

ders past, present and emerging. 

To cover expenses, community notices will be subject to 

availability.  
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Once again Greg and his dedicated staff provided a 

wonderful three-course evening meal in a very relaxed 

environment for about 30 local / regular diners. 

How they do it time after time, nobody knows, but we 

are just grateful that Greg continues to amaze us. 

Thank you to Chris Smith for taking the photos in my  

absence, I know that he and Sharon had a great night. 

 

March 2026 already! 

Special mention to our 2025 Christmas Festival in Garfield. 

What a great event! Well done to all involved.  Photos tell the story: 

VALENTINES DAY AT BREWSTERS, GARFIELD 2026 
Linda Evans 

GARFIELD CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL 
Gwen O 
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Trading Hours: Monday to Friday 7am-6.30pm. Saturday 7am-1pm. 

HOME DELIVERY CAN BE ORGANISED FOR THE SELF-ISOLATED OR THOSE UNABLE TO GET TO THE SHOP 

COUNTRY STYLE MEATS 
 

  

MARCH SPECIALS 

COME ON IN FOR THIS MONTH’S $14.89KG VARIETIES 
 

 

YEARLING Y-BONE STEAKS 

FRY, BAKE, GRILL, SLOW COOK OR BBW 

 

FREE RANGE TURKEY SAUSAGES  FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH  

DIFFERENT FLAVOUR EACH WEEK  

 

YEARLING BEEF STIR FRY  

FULLY MADE, READY TO COOK AND EAT 

 

FREE RANGE PORK MEDALLIONS STEAKS  

 

 

ALL $14.89 FOR THE WHOLE MONTH  

 
Open Every Day      

Except Christmas Day  
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Creedence Clearwater Survival 

On January 24th the theatre hosted “Creedence Clearwater Survival”. They have 
performed at the theatre before and once again the big crowd enjoyed their per-
formance. A fantastic night of the best of Creedence Clearwater. 

 

 

 

 

Spanish Culture Comes to Garfield  

On the January 31
st
 we had a very special night. Spanish band “A Las Raices” joined with Australian band “Karavana 

Flamenca” to provide an evening of Spanish music and singing, something many hadn’t heard before. Fred (co-owner 
of the theatre with Susie) is Spanish and he was so happy to have this band there. The singing was in Spanish and the 
audience enjoyed it. 

 

 

 

House Too Crowded 

Then on to February 21, 2026, we had “House Too 
Crowded” which was a tribute to Crowded House and 
Split Enz. The guys did lots of the favourites of the two 
bands, including Don’t Dream It’s Over, Something So 
Strong, Four Seasons in One Day, Better Be Home Soon, 
Hole in the River, Message to My Girl, and Don’t Stop 
Now. 

 
The surprise last encore was the ACDC number Highway 
to Hell. 
 

Special mention to Pete and Tony from the theatre house 
band, who were in fine form. They play in the beer garden 
on most theatre nights before and after the show, and 
during the interval.          
   

GARFIELD PICTURE THEATRE  

Gwen O, photos by Gwen and Karen  

Pictured here is the great band, with the fantastic lead singer 

third from the left 
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On behalf of our readers, we thank the Cardinia Shire for their  

contribution to the cost of publishing this community newsletter 

Closing the gap on our community’s service needs 

Cardinia Shire Council is taking action to ensure our rapidly growing community can access the education, health and 

social services it needs now and into the future. 

Read more in the full release online 

  

Calling community members to help shape the future of food and agribusiness in Cardinia Shire 

Cardinia Shire Council has appointed Councillors David Nickell and Trudi Paton as delegates to the Food and Agribusi-

ness Advisory Committee and is issuing a final call for community members to join. 

Read more in the full release online 

 

Cardinia Shire calls for government support to deliver critical projects 

Cardinia Shire Council is stepping up its advocacy efforts, calling for urgent investment in the infrastructure and ser-

vices needed to support one of Victoria’s fastest growing communities. 

Read more in the full release online 

Council calls for more time on new bin rollout and unveils long-term waste strategy 

Cardinia Shire Council has voted to delay the rollout of glass only bins for all households, calling on the Victorian Gov-

ernment for more time, information and support for councils. 

Read more in the full release online 

CARDINA SHIRE CORNER 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 
Congratulations to the executive committee and the grant writers for the Garfield football club on their suc-

cessful application, delivery and installation of the nets behind the football goals at the Recreation reserve. 

Hopefully this will save a lot of leg work, save a loss of game time and help to minimise the potential for injury 

for unsuspecting spectators. 

***** 

Does anyone have an old double-digit keyboard piano they would like to re-home? Please contact Paula on 

0466 786 274. Many thanks. 

***** 

WANTED 

Ladies or gentleman who would be willing or able to take on a regular shift in the community op shop or    

alternatively be available to fill in for periods of absence of illness? Hours are 9am–1pm or 1pm– 

4.30pm.There is also a roster for a Saturday morning on rotation – currently it is one in four weeks. If inter-

ested, please call into the op shop or contact the Judy on 0411 878 514.  

https://www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/news/article/1584/closing_the_gap_on_our_communitys_service_needs
https://www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/news/article/1587/calling_community_members_to_help_shape_the_future_of_food_and_agribusiness_in_cardinia_shire
https://www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/news/article/1592/cardinia_shire_calls_for_government_support_to_deliver_critical_projects
https://www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/news/article/1588/council_calls_for_more_time_on_new_bin_rollout_and_unveils_long-term_waste_strategy
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GARFIELD – NAMED FOR AN AMERICAN PRESIDENT 
Heather Arnold harnold@dcsi.net.au  

Garfield was originally called Cannibal Creek. The 
term Cannibal Creek is believed to refer to the killing 
of dogs by dingoes and was the name of an early cat-
tle run, also called Coonabul Creek, based around 
Mount Cannibal. Another interpretation is the term 
comes from a corruption of the Aboriginal couna 
meaning ‘forehead’ and bal meaning ‘he’ or ‘she’. This 
referred to the shape of Mount Cannibal, which was 
said to resemble a head.  
 
The town grew up around the Cannibal Creek railway 
siding which opened in 1885 to accommodate the tim-
ber tramline which was constructed by William Bris-
bane, a contractor on behalf of Francis Stewart. This 
tramline run for about 8 kilometres, to the Two Mile 
Creek, the Garfield North road basically follows this 
tramway.  In June 1886, the Cannibal Creek Post Of-
fice was established at the Railway Station. There 
was community agitation to change the name and 
eventually Garfield was selected and the Post Office 
officially became known as the Garfield Railway Post 
Office on May 16, 1887 and in the July the School al-
so changed its name from Cannibal Creek to Garfield, 
after the assassinated American President, James 
Garfield.  
 
So who was President Garfield, the man who gave 
the town its name?  James Abram Garfield was the 
20th President of the United States of America. Gar-
field is considered the last of the ‘log cabin Presi-
dents’ as he was literally born in a log cabin on No-
vember 19, 1831 in Orange, Cuyahoga County, Ohio. 
His parents were Abram and Eliza (nee Ballou) Gar-
field. His father died when he was two and his mother 
had to raise her five children on her own. Garfield 
worked in canal boats that sailed between Cleveland 
and Pittsburgh; then he worked as a carpenter and 
later supported himself by various jobs whilst he stud-
ied at College. These studies lead him to become 
Professor of Classics at the unusually named West-
ern Reserve Eclectic Institute in Ohio. He married Lu-
cretia Rudolph in 1858 and they had seven children, 
two dying in infancy. Lucretia died in 1918, aged 85. 
 
Garfield’s political career commenced in 1859 when 
he was elected to the Ohio Senate. During the Civil 
War (which lasted from April 1861 to May 1865) he 
served on the Union side and became a Brigadier 
General and two years later a Major General of volun-
teers. He was an abolitionist and supported the end of 
slavery. While he was serving in the Union Army, he 
stood for election for the Federal House of Represent-
atives and was elected in October 1862. Garfield then 
went on to win another eight elections. 
 
Garfield became President by defeating the Demo-
cratic nominee, General Winfield Scott Hancock, and 
began his Presidency on March 4, 1881. General 
Hancock had also served on the Union side during 
the Civil War. 
 

Garfield’s presidency, noted for his attack on political 
corruption, was short lived as on July 2, 1881 he was 
shot by Charles Guiteau at the Baltimore and Poto-
mac Railway Station in Washington. Guiteau was an 
embittered and delusional man as he believed that 
Garfield should have appointed him to the post of Am-
bassador to Vienna or Paris - he made a few requests 
that went unanswered. Guiteau planned the assassi-
nation, had purchased the gun, practiced with it and 
started stalking the President who, unlike today, trav-
elled without a body guard. He shot him firstly in the 
elbow, and then the back, where the bullet lodged be-
hind the pancreas. Guiteau stood trial for murder, and 
was convicted and hung. 
 
Sadly, for President Garfield he had a very slow death 
and this was exacerbated by the medical procedures 
of the time - there were no antibiotics, doctors didn’t 
wash their hands before or after any procedures so 
his wounds became infected due to them prodding 
around for the bullet, the removal of which was seen 
as a high priority. Apparently medical practice at the 
time was to reduce the patients’ diets and Garfield 
was fed only on eggs, bouillon, milk, whiskey and opi-
um. Because of this, he lost 45 kilograms before he 
finally died on September 19, 1881, at the age of 49, 
from an infection and internal haemorrhage; although 
newspaper reports at the time say he died from sheer 
exhaustion.  His doctor was the ironically named Dr 
Bliss. 
 
 
 

President James Garfield, source: Library of Congress 
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Garfield’s death was well reported in many papers in 
Australia, but it is still an interesting choice to rename 
a small town in West Gippsland after an American 
President, six years after his death. Clearly around 
this time there was agitation to change the name 
Cannibal Creek. Bill Parish, in his short history of 
Garfield, which was published in the 1962 Back-to 
booklet, said it was due no doubt to the fledging gov-
ernment’s urge for mundane respectability. 
 
One of the names suggested was Hopetoun, howev-
er the South Bourke and Mornington Journal in Feb-
ruary 1887 reported that at the Berwick Shire Council 
meeting, a letter had been received from the Railway 
Department, stating the name of Cannibal Creek 
cannot be altered to Hopetoun as suggested, as 
there is already a postal town of that name in the col-
ony.  Hopetoun was named for the Earl of Hopetoun, 
a British politician and the Governor of Victoria from 
1889 until 1895 and Governor General of Australia 
from 1901 until 1902.  
 
At the same meeting in February 1887 the Council 
had also received a letter from Hugh Paul of Canni-
bal Creek, regarding new names for Cannibal Creek. 
The letter stated that at a public meeting held there 
on the 29th ult. the following names were agreed to, 
the first to be selected if eligible, if not the second, 
and so on in rotation -  Mount View, Gladstone, Gar-
field, Kenilworth, Soho. 
As for these options - the meaning of the Mount View 
name is obvious. Gladstone would have been after 
William Ewart Gladstone (1809 - 1898) who was Brit-
ish Prime Minister on four occasions. Kenilworth is a 
town in England or perhaps it was named for the 

novel Kenilworth by Sir Walter Scott, published in 
1821. This book was still popular in the 1880s; in fact 
a new illustrated edition de luxe version of the novel 
was printed in 1885 according to advertisements in 
the paper at the time. Soho is a district in London, 
which later developed a reputation as a trendy but 
seedy entertainment district, so perhaps we are lucky 
that Soho wasn’t selected. 
 
The South Bourke and Mornington Journal reported 
on April 13, 1887 that the Railway Department had 
written to the Berwick Shire stating that the name of 
Cannibal Creek had been altered to Garfield, as sug-
gested by the residents. 
 
You can read the original of this article, with refer-
ences and footnotes, here https://
kooweerupswamphistory.blogspot.com/2026/02/
garfield-named-for-american-president.html 

 

South Bourke and Mornington Journal February 9, 1887   

  

https://kooweerupswamphistory.blogspot.com/2026/02/garfield-named-for-american-president.html
https://kooweerupswamphistory.blogspot.com/2026/02/garfield-named-for-american-president.html
https://kooweerupswamphistory.blogspot.com/2026/02/garfield-named-for-american-president.html
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Q: We’ve been hearing a bit about the “West Gippsland Rail Towns” website lately.  

What is it, in plain English?  

A: In simple terms, it’s a new online home for our local towns—a place where residents, visitors, businesses and community 

groups can all find what’s happening in Nar Nar Goon, Tynong, Garfield, Bunyip and the surrounding rail towns.  

Each township now has its own dedicated website, as well as a shared regional site where everything comes together—

events, local news, businesses, clubs, services and more.  

 

Q: Why was there a need for something like this?  

A: Over time, a lot of local information disappeared from the web—especially after the closure of some council-run 

“What’s On” platforms. Small towns rely heavily on volunteers, and many Progress and Community Associations simply 

don’t have the time or resources to build and maintain websites.  

So rather than each town struggling on its own, we thought: why not do this together?  

 

Q: Who is behind the project?  

A: The project is being delivered by Garfield Community Website Inc., with generous support from Southside Racing 

and the Community Bank Bunyip & District. Importantly, it’s a not-for-profit, community-led initiative—built by lo-

cals, for locals.  

 

Q: What can people actually find on the site?  

A: Quite a lot, actually! There are local business and trade listings, community and sporting clubs, seniors and community 

services, medical and emergency information, places of worship, and education providers.  

There’s also a free event calendar, and we host digital copies of local publications such as the Goon News, Tynong Tab-

loid, Garfield Spectator and Bunyip & District News — keeping our local stories accessible to everyone.  

 

Q: And the town websites? A: Each town now has its own site—NarNarGoonInfo.au, TynongInfo.au, Garfield.au and 

BunyipInfo.au — with more planned. Some have already been adopted by local Progress or Community Associations, and 

others are ready when the time is right.  

 

Q: How can locals get involved? A: Easy—visit WGRT.au. Businesses can list (with the first year free), groups can pro-

mote events, and community organisations can make sure their information is up to date. If you’d like to help your town 

adopt or grow its website, we’d love to hear from you.  

Because at the end of the day, this project is about keeping our rail towns connected, visible and thriving — together. 

 A Chat About the West Gippsland Rail Towns Website  
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Rest in Peace  

To the families and friends of those who have lost loved ones in Garfield and 

surrounds in February, we offer our sympathy and support at this sad time..  
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On behalf of our readers, we thank the  Pakenham Racing Club for 

their contribution to the cost of publishing this community newsletter 
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Garfield Spectator is proudly supported by 

 

 HERE COMES THE RAIN 

(MLS) 

Thanks “rain collector“ Keith Wil-

kinson 

2025  

January:       66.00 

February:      25.50 

March:      59.75  

April:       22.75 

May:       22.00 

June:        43.75 

July:       81.00 

August:      36.50  

September:      61.25 

October:            104.00 

November:                  197.00 

December:     42.00 

 

 

 

 

 

2026 

January:      3.50 

February:      67.00 

       

 

 

 

http://www.kinglegalgroup.com.au
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Precision Maintenance Melbourne 
Home Renovation & Building Services 

         

 
Helping Home Owners & Landlords For Over 10 years. 

* All Carpentry inc. Pergolas, Decking, Weatherboards. 
* Lock up and Finishing.  
* Renovations inc. Bathrooms and Kitchens. 
* Window Installations. Window Sill Restorations. 
* Tiling & Silicone Work. 
* New Colourbond & Wood Paling Fences. 
* Fence Repairs/Straightening. 
* Gutter Cleaning & Maintenance. 
* Select Painting. 
* Fence, Weatherboard & Internal Spraying. 
* Timber Decking Staining & Oiling. 
* Select Garden Work inc.  
   Lawn Mowing & Vegetation Removal. 
* Trailer Work.             * Chainsaw Work. 
* Demolition Work.   * Odd Jobs.                     
* Real Estate Work. 
 
High-Level Problem Solving. 
High End Finishing. 
Free Quotes!  
 
Facebook Page: Precision Maintenance Melbourne. 
Local To Garfield.                                      Liability Insured.                     
Call Darren   Mob: 0436 472 478 
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BUNYIP AND DISTRICT WOMEN’S SHED INC. 
10A Volunteers Dve Bunyip 
Contact Judy: 0427 148 292  
 

BUNYIP SLIMMERS CLUB 

Meets Friday morning 9.30am Bunyip Uniting Church. 

Maree McRae – 0468 411 144.   

 
CANNIBAL CREEK FUNERAL CELEBRANCY  
Bryan Sharp—PH: 0421 617 275  
EMAIL: bryan.sharp1@bigpond. com 
 

CEC-CARDINIA ENVIRONMENT COALITION 

62 Cameron Way, Pakenham 3810  

PH: Adele 0417 373 690 

 

GARFIELD  ANGLING CLUB  

Meet 1st Monday of the month at the  

Garfield Golf Club. P.O. Box 145, Garfield.  

Contact Tony 0409 189 989.  

 

GARFIELD  BOWLING CLUB 

P.O. Box 85, Garfield. Club House PH: 5629 2384 

For information regarding barefoot bowls and tournaments, 

phone Trevor on 03 5629 2384 

 

GARFIELD COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION  

Meet on the second Tuesday of the month (excluding 

January) at Brewster's Foodstore, 5.30pm. Phone 

Brewster's on 0407 151 202 

 

GARFIELD COMMUNITY GARDEN 

Social & garden maintenance meetup every Saturday 

(weather permitting) 10-12noon. 

Natter & nibble at 11.15am  **Also some 

Wednesdays. Contact Meg 0466496107  

GARFIELD  COMMUNITY HALL 

For bookings PH: Lara Canty 0421 015 855  

 

GARFIELD COMMUNITY OP SHOP 

71 Main St Garfield. Monday to Friday 9.30am-4.30pm, 

Saturday 9.30am-12.30pm  PH:0459 982 338  

 

COMBINED PROBUS CLUB OF GARFIELD & BUNYIP 

Meet 1st Tuesday of month at Community Centre,  

Garfield. bunyipgarfieldprobus@gmail.com  

 

GARFIELD  FOOTBALL CLUB 

P.O. Box 92, Garfield.  

Contact Chris Greenhall 0458 410 592  

 

GARFIELD  GOLF CLUB 
180 Thirteen Mile Road, Garfield. 
Phone:  5629 2794 
Email:   info@garfieldgolf.com.au 
 

GARFIELD NETBALL ASSOCIATION 

P.O.Box 39, Garfield. PH: Marg 0419 895 123 

 

 

 

GARFIELD PHARMACY MEDICAL CLINIC 

PH: 5629 2408 - 73-75 Main St, Garfield. 

Clinic OPEN EVERY WEEKDAY. 

 

GARFIELD  PLAYGROUP 

Meets every Friday 9.30am - 12pm at Garfield Community 

Centre. P.O. Box 47, Garfield.  

PH: Lara 0421 150 855, Erin 0422 544 771 

 

GARFIELD  PRESCHOOL KINDER 

P.O.Box 24, 29-31 Garfield Rd, Garfield.PH: 5629 2208 

 

 GARFIELD  PRIMARY SCHOOL 

84 Railway Ave, Garfield. PH: 5629 2274 

 

GARFIELD  RECREATION RESERVE 

P.O.Box 28, Garfield. Mark PH: 0402259780 

 

GARFIELD  & BUNYIP ROTARY CLUB 

P.O. Box 19, Garfield.  

Meet every Wednesday at Garfield Bowling Club, Contact: 

Graeme Squires: 0417 105 598 

 

GARFIELD  SWIMMING POOL 

PH: 5629 2780 

 

GARFIELD  TENNIS CLUB  

PH: Michelle 5629 2979 OR 0409 142 318 

 

GARFIELD  - TYNONG  CRICKET CLUB 

Titans P.O. Box 108, Garfield.  

Glen PH: 0425 883 568 Jason PH: 0422 309 933.  

Beswick St, Garfield. PH: 5629 4423 

 

GARFIELD  UNITING CHURCH 

Margaret PH: 5629 2318 

 

GARFIELD VICTORIA 

Website: www.garfield.au  

Email: admin@garfield.org.au 

Contact: 0495 386 953  

 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE  

Mrs Dale White JP  for Victoria #8942   

0407093622 - Garfield 

Mr Martin Sayers OAM JP 

0411074468  

 

MT CANNIBAL RESERVE 

Garfield. PH: 1300 787 624 

 

MT CANNIBAL ADULT RIDING CLUB INC 

Meet 2nd Wednesday & 4th Saturday of the month. 

Contact president PH: 5942 8314 

 

WALFORD ELECTRICS  

PH: 04033 759 423  

EMAIL: info@walfordelectrics.com.au

mailto:bryan.sharp1@bigpond
mailto:info@garfieldgolf.com.au

